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CONTRIBUTORS
TRISHA BARTLE is a creative writing and German major set to graduate
in 2020.
SYDNEY BEAN is a media arts major working towards a career in the
graphic design field. She likes to draw, read, and write on her down time
and enjoys drawing digitally.
TYLER BROWN is neuroscience major with a hobby of writing and a fascination with contemporary poetry.
SARA DIGGINS is a photographer and visual artist. While she spends most
of her time pursuing photojournalism, she can occasionally scrape out
some time for art—softly focused photography using light and color or intricate line drawings using way too many ballpoint pens.
ROSE GITLIN was raised in the commune/organic/biodynamic tradition
of rural NorCal, which prompted a curiosity for the rest of the world and
a foundation in using her hands. Some years of hitchhiking and farming
through some European countries and other places closer to here left a
strong impact, and backpacking and walking out-of-doors continues to
keep her sane. Most days she inhabits a cellar-turned-ceramics studio located on the UM campus.
ERIN GOUDREAU is a fifth-year senior at the University of Montana, with
plans to finally take the plunge and graduate this May. She’s a student
in the history and English departments, with concentrations in literature
and creative writing. When not in class, Erin can be found in the Montana
Kaimin office editing the Arts and Culture section, playing country music
(the good kind), watching The Bachelor with her roommates, writing
poetry, and driving to the Flathead Valley to see her sweetie. See? Women
CAN have it all.
RAEGAN HAUSCHILDT is a freshman studying psychology and media arts
at the University of Montana. Painting and art, in general, have been a
peaceful escape for her, much like mountains.
GRACE HELD is a second-year creative writing student at the University of
Montana. Born and raised in Sacramento, California, Grace hopes to begin
a career in writing after graduating from college.
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KELAIAH HORAT is now a senior in violin music performance at the University of Montana. She adores the diverse forms of arts, and seeks to
merge artistic expression in an inclusive and future-oriented manner. She
has recently been influenced especially by sculptures and writings found
in graveyards. Kelaiah loves to cook, practice French, and wander into the
mountains.

GILL RITCHIE is graduating this spring with a community health major and global public health minor. She also organized the 2019 Mental
Health Awareness Week at UM. She loves most things and is ambivalent
about others. She has no idea what she’s doing after college but has a good
feeling about it. Hobbies—being with friends, eating, asking questions,
meditating.

KAELYN KAFTAN was born in Havre, Montana on February 27th of 2000.
She was homeschooled until the age of fifteen and through her time at
home focused mainly on writing fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. By the age
of seventeen she completed two small poetry books and several short fiction pieces. In her senior year of high school she joined theater and was inspired to apply to the University of Montana to further her education and
hone her discovered talents as much as possible. In April of 2018 she was
accepted into the university as a creative writing major and theater minor.
She continues to feverishly write poetry and is currently working to finish
the beginning drafts for a nonfiction piece covering past experiences with
death, near-suicides, and theater besides. She hopes to publish her greater
works in the future and continues her studies fervently in order to achieve
her goals and learn as much as possible.

ERIN SARGENT is a journalism student at the University of Montana. She
writes for the Montana Kaimin and dances in the UM dance program.
Erin took one poetry workshop freshman year and fell in love.

DILLON KNUFFKE is a junior studying English with a concentration in
creative writing. Writing has been his method of understanding himself
and the world around him and he tries to encapsulate his own feelings
in a way that attempts to relate himself to others. He places his primary
writing focus on identity and belonging, as his poetry and prose generally
confront a confusion of senses/setting that coincides with the ambiguity
that life sometimes confronts people with.
MARLEY MERCHEN is a sophomore here at the University. She is from
Laurel, Montana and uses photography as her medium.
SHELBY METZ is a junior majoring in creative writing at the University of
Montana.
ASHTON PALEN is from Tucson, Arizona. He is a sophomore at the University of Montana and is studying broadcast journalism. He has loved
photography since freshman year in high school.
WALTER PFAU studies English teaching after two years at the School of
Journalism. In his spare time he practices film photography where he experiments with different film stocks and how he shoots them.

90

MICHELLE DECELLES SCHENK is an undergraduate student pursuing a
BA in English (creative writing) and a minor in studio fine art at the University of Montana. She grew up all over Montana and is an enrolled member of the Fort Belknap Indian Community. She is a mother of three sons.
She and her husband, Rich, are happy to have planted roots in Missoula
and to have raised their boys in this place among the rivers and trails of
Western Montana.
SAVANNAH STEWART is a senior at the University of Montana. She is majoring in wildlife biology and minoring in climate change studies. Savannah grew up in the foothills of California and grew to love all things nature
while exploring the beautiful Sierra Nevada mountains. This inspired her
to pursue a career in wildlife biology and to photograph the world around
her.
EMMA THORP is a senior of the Davidson Honors College majoring in visual art. She will be graduating this spring and will move back to Tacoma,
WA upon getting her degree. She is a comics artist and plans to write and
publish graphic novels. You can follow her art on Instagram
@egthorp_art.
JOSEPH VALLEY is an undergraduate in his senior year at the University
of Montana. Attending school from Eagle River, Alaska, he will be graduating with a degree in history in May 2019. Born into a military family,
he moved from Colorado, to Iceland, to Virgina, and then finally settled in
Alaska where he completed most of his primary education. Upon graduating, he hopes to work in a professional capacity where he can write either
for his career or as a passionate hobby on the side.
TAIT VIGESAA was born in Montana. He lives with his dog and has no
strong feelings about pineapple on pizza.
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PATTIE WAGNER is a senior at University of Montana, pursuing a degree
in geosciences. She was born and raised in Helena, Montana but has called
Missoula home since 2004. When she isn’t writing, she enjoys hiking,
cooking, and looking at interesting rocks.
AUSTIN WALD is a student at here at the University studying sociology
and journalism. He grew up in Bismarck but he has been in Montana the
last four years. He loves yoga, poetry, and has worked as a licensed massage therapist the last few years. He is excited to be exploring new academic avenues and is so grateful for being here.
JULIA WHITE is a modern and classical languages major at UM. She is
from Helena, Montana, and has done several study abroad programs in
Japan.
SAVANNAH WOODS is a senior at University of Montana. She lives in
Helena, Montana.

HONORABLE MENTIONS
WHAT LEAVES THE WOODS
TRISHA BARTLE

THE HOLY AND HIDDEN HEART
NOAH BELANGER

FINAL FLIGHT
SIERRA GIDEON

BABY BIRDS

MICHAEL MERLOT

KNOTS

RALEIGH NORDHAGEN

COURTING MYSELF IN THE 22ND CENTURY
GILLIAN RITCHIE

A SOUNDING

MATTHEW SANFORD

THAT NIGHT IN PORTLAND
NICHOLAS SODERBURG
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A special thank you to our sponsors:

Associated Students of the University of Montana
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library
The University of Montana
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